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Pal. 44. 6. £ will not trust in my Bowe 3 neither fail 
my Sword fave me. 4 

Pal. 27-1. Lhe Lord is my Light, and my Salvation : 
bom foall I fear 2 The Lord is the Strength of my 
Life: Of whom fhall Tbe afraid? ™ 
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Psau. Ixxvili. 9, 10. 


THE Children of Ephraim, being armed, 
and carrying Bows, tv Ouch Im the 
Day of Battle: They kept not the Cove- 
4 wid of GOD, and refufed to walk in 
his Law. 


E9e2R-1S very obfervable in the facred 
> an 


Oracles; that the beft of Men are 

Pee) oft Times Warned againft the worft 

of Vices.” And whoever confiders 

the Behaviour of othe 

> blenefS of thofe 
in himfelf, the C 


and the Sudden. 
eae f Temptation, will eafily acknowlede, 
nefs or Violence © finch, 
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fuch Cautions good and neceffary. Behold Peter, Petera 
Difciple, Peteran Apoftle, yea,the Chiefof the Apoftles, 
what a gallant Refolution'doth he make, that he will ra- 
ther die for, than deny his Lorp ; and yet in an unguar- 
ded Hour, how doth his Faith fail, his Courage wither, 
while he becomes the boafted Prey of Sataz, and the 
Conqueft of atrifing Gir?! Alas, Once abandon’d of 
divine Grace, and there is no Temptation that Satan 
can lay before us, ‘but we fhould greedily catch at, and 
be caught by. Will it not hold then, my Brethren, 
by a'Parity of Reafon, that the beft of Soldiers may be 
warn’d againft that Cowardize, which is. inconfiftent 


| 


| 
] 
1 
| 


with their Character, as Vice is with that ofa Chriftian? | 
Yes; and whoever confiders the Source of Cowardize, | 


the many Things that expofe to it, the pernicious Effeéts 
and Confequences of it, and that Men naturally the moft 
Valiant, have at particular Times been betrayed into it, 
"will eafily acknowledge, that a Caveat apainft it, at all 
Times, and efpecially in Time of War, js neither un- 
neceffary, nor unfeafonable. Letthisthen, at leaft, plead 
my Excufe in the Choice of my Text on this Occafion; 
ahd in the Cautions and Counfels that may be offer’d. 
‘from it. My Fathers and Brethren, whom ‘you: have 


prefs’d'into your Service on the like Occafions; have in | 


a manner fearch’d out every fuitable Subje@, and ex- 
haufted it : They have pointed you to the dreadfial-Ori- 
gins of War, far more dreadful than all the Artillery 


ofthe Warriour ; they have fhewn it’s Lawfulnefs in | 


this prefent corrupt Eftate, in what Manner, on-what 


Principles, and with what“Views, it muft be enter’d into 
and carried on; they have alfo fanétify’d your Arms, 
and_engag’d you in an holy War,’ have difplayed’ the _ 


Chriftian Banner, | enter’d your Names on Curist’s 
Mufter-Roll, furnith’d you with Arms, and fhow’d you 
your Strength, founded the Trumipet, mufter’d your 


Forces and marfhall’d ’éem under the Command of 
JenovaH, the Lord of Hofis 3 they have led forth the’ 


sy 2A rmy 


Ete 
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Armys ofthe living Gop, animating you to Battle with 
the Example of renowned Renowned Heroes, Men of 
War, . and led you on to. Victory in the Profpect of 
thofe divine Honours, that are the Reward of Conquett, 
placing you on the Throne of Curisr, even as He 
alfo having; overcome is ft down-with his Father on his 
‘Throne. . 
remains for me, unlefs to guard you againft allCowardize, 
fhewing fomething of it’s Caufes and Effects, the Dan- 
ger of it, and the Way of efcaping that Danger? And 
to. thefe Ends, what Words canbe more fuitable, than 
chofe of my. Text? Ihe Children of Ephraim being ar- 
med and carrying Bows, turned back in the Day of Batile + 
They kept not. the Covenant of GOD, aud refufed to 
walk in his Law. : 


In thefe Words you have Cowardize painted in it’s 
blackeft Colours, drawn to the full length, of Deformity, 
and. glaring with lively Horror. _Cowardize is bafe in 
itfelf; and juftly detefted.in all, more ‘fo in Men ofa 
military Charaéter, who by their Profeffion’ proclaim 
their Courage, » more abundantly fo in them while in their’ 
martial Habit, equip’d with all the Inftruments of 
War 3. and moft. of all fo, in the Day and upon the Field 
of Battle. .What_an Abfurdity in Nature, What a 
Solecifm in Wars firft to Sound the Onfet, and inftantly 
beat a-Retreat ? And yet this feems to be the Behaviour 
ofthe Children of Epbraim in my'Text > Their Cha- 
vaéter. WAS Martial, their is it Millitary , they were 
oruvd and. carrying Bows:: ¥ which may perhaps be 
underftoad;, that they were atm d for Defence, as well. 
as Offence 5 probably they had the Habergeon or Cor- 
flet, the Shield and Buckler, as well as the Sword and 
Bow : And yet after all, they turned back in the Day 
of Battle. 1 know not Wheto the infpired. Phalmitt 
intended 4 Pathos, wh in bu Apalee of thofe Perfons as 
the Children of Epbrasm + ut fate ’tis with great Pro. 


Priety 


After fo much faid, and faid fo well, what ° 
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pricty, that he calls them Children, who were far front 
quitting themfilues as Men, efpecially as Men of War. 
If this fhould be thought too much aCriticifm, or Fineffe, 
yet fure in thefe Perfons Cowardice and Difgrace appear 
in hortid Triumph. Behold ’em’ ( my Brethren ) firft 
looking their Enemy in the Face, and ther tuening their 
Backs in a Fright : Now ftrutting in Armour, as if af 
far’d of Vidtory, and then flinging away their Arms, as 
a Weight that would hinder them in their Flight, firlt 
they fhew their Teeth, and then their Heels, and with 
the Countenance of a Lion, they cover.the Heart of an 
Hare, Methinks this. Pidture ftares fo ftrongly, as ‘not 
only to make the valiant Man more abundantly to abhor 
Cowardize, but alfo to make the. moft Pufillanimous 
afraid of being tho’t fo, yea, grow Coutagdous thro? 
very Cowardize. But who arethey that are thus deferib’d 2 
My Text {peaks of thefe Perfons as being the Childyerz 
of Ephraim. _ Pass gee Ve : 

By. Ephraim, we ate fometimes in Scripture led -to 
underftand a particular Perfon, the youngeft Son of 
Fafeph ; fometimes- 2 particular Tribe, in Confequence 
of that adopting Grant, which Facob made to his’ two: 
Grandfons Ephraim and Manaffeb, whom he numbred 
among his own immediate Offfpring, and bleffed. as if 
they had been fo indeed ;_ making them Heads of dif. 
tint Tribes, even 2s Reuben and Simeon. 

Sometimes by Ephraim we are to underftand the Ten 
Tribes) which! revolted: in the Days of Rehoboam, or. 
Yracl, as oppoled to Fudab : And they: are called: 
Epbraim, as this’ was the\moft Valiant of the Tribes 5, 
or perliaps becaule Fereboam, the principal Author. of. 
this Revolt, was an Epbraimite, ; ; 4 

Sometimes 283% by Ephraim, we are to underftand 
the whole Body of mee packs Nation : So in Yerem.. 
guid oMmene, Diving ing is'bro’t in faying, Ephraim: 
is my dear So, sy Sirf arm: «Which, befides that it is 
not true of Eparatit confidered as a fingle Perfon, or 

particular 
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particular Tribe, or the ten Tribes, is y ; 
Phrafe which Gop put into the Mouth ae fos 
he fent him as Ambaflador to. Pharoah, to demand kits 
berty for his People to go and facrifice. Thus Soalé ow 
{2 io Pharaoh (fays Gop) Irael és my Son, even wmny Figs. 

born. Exod. 4. 22. Re 

What we are to underftand by Ephraim in my Tek 

can only be learnt from the Store tone it eee ae 
here the Learned differ. Some fuppofe it to haveRefpect 
to the Defeat of the Children of Ephraiu, recorded x 

Chron.7.20,-22. and fo by Ephraim would be underftood 

aparticular Perfon : But the Defeat being previous to the 
coming of the Children of J/rael out of Egypt, is of too 
early a Date for the Pfalm before us, which contains a 
Record of Tranfactions commencing with that Depar- 
ture. Others fuppofe, our Text relates to fomethine 
confequent to the Revolt of Fereboam ; and fo byEphra- 
7m would underftand the Ten Tribes : But thefe feem to 
be of too late aDate for the Story referr’d to; our Phim 
ending withDavid, who died before thatRevolt. Others 
therefore, more juftly refer the Paflage to the whole 
Body of the [/raelitifh Nation ; our Pfalm containing 2 
Regifter of memorable Things from their coming out of 
Egypt to the Settlement of the Government in the Houfe 
of Devid. But yet what particular Piece of Hiftory ont 
Text relates to, we are yet at alofs. Some fuppofe 
their Refufal to go up and fight the Inhabitants of “C,_ 

adil, at the Command of Gop, to be pointed at . ne 

their turning their Backs on the Amorites, when with, r 
Gop’s Prefence, and contrary to his Command oe 
rafhly encountred them : So Biltop Patrick, Otten. } 
particularly Meffirs. Henry and Pool, fappofe ine Dee 

by the Philiftines ( mentioned 1 Sem. 4.) when the Wk 

of God was taken Prifoner, to be the Story alluded to . 

And fo they connect our Text with the 59™ Verfe of a 

Pfalm, where Gon is faid to have abborred Utael a 
B ‘forsook the Tabernacle of Epes the Tey 


ee 


: tter, 
tis of more Importance to obferve that their Want of 


Courage was owing to their Want of Religion. This ig 


: t; where 
Sig faid of them, Lhey Rept not the Covenant of theirGed, 


chofen 


cf e , Neir 
4 they engaged to be kis People, prom; G ae 
Dannie God thould fey, tbcy would Pahcse ane oe: 


; ; Ac 
as ing now in a-peculiarManner King :..' « 
ordingly being : - s ANE in. Sef, 

ya Gob gave his Laws to Faced, and his s 8 in. fof 
Li) 


i A tatutes. an 
Ordinances to his People J/reel :. But ajac and 


‘foiled the Oath, in breaking the Coveras; they .foon 
ete dhe Eland © : heywen ie sn eee 
they bad given God t . ‘ome! bey Proveked Gop to 
Anger with their high es: and moved: Him ra Test 
loufy with their graven ete No wonder ne & 
gurned their Back on then axel i fince they had turned 
their Back on Gop, ceed e ee them : No wonder they 

ye Cowards towards Men, being Guilty before-Gop’: 
Ne could not perform any martial Atchieve. 


ro wonder they ; é 
ae fince (in the Words of D'. Hammond ). they. were 
ae ed with Bows, but not with Grace: The Words 
a m under the 


being thus introduced, we may fpeak to the 
following Remarks, — 


In the Firft Place, There may be much of a warsig] 


} , * 
jp and Appearance, where there is nothing of a 
Be pial Spirit. Without which, - & 


diy, The moft fhining Armour and. clitterin 
Becon®’y: il] avail nothing to the tak P 
‘f ppearance wi te Jute Purpofes 
0 War. 


Third ly, 


* 


ee | Oo lio 
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The b:% Methed of obtaining a trae martiat 


1, bere may be much of a martial Habit and Ap- 
earance, where there is nothing of a true martial Spirit. 
— I diftinguifh here between a mere martial Spirit, and 
atrue martial one, or a Spirit of true Fortitude. The 
one is only natural Courage, which has its Foundation in 
theConfticution of the Body ; the other is that ju#Tem-_ 
perament and difcreet Management of Courage, which 
is feated in the Mind. The one aéts without Thought 
or Reflection, and {0 is littie better than the Valour of a 
Brute ; the other is the Product of Thought and Judge- 
ent, and fo the Fortitude of a Philofopher. I confcfs, 
that I have no need of this Diftin@tion here ; for which 
Reafon I fhall rv any Enlargement. upon it. . No 
need of it here, I fay, becaufe there may be much of a 
martial Habit and Ape ance shere there is no martial 
tric jl, or none in ercife. 
4 wane stHarEE! Habit is eafily procur’d, the red Coat 
worn, perhaps for no other Bnd but 6 conceal a paliid 
Spirit, chat 1s loth oe pear the glittering Sword eafil; 
put on, while the Man that hould Craw it, cannot find 
his Hands : The Feather Sey may wave upon the Hat 
ofone, whofeHead is equally light, and his Heart equally 
srembling: This may be the Signal of fuperiour Favour, 
not of Courage 3 - IE sie the Rights of external 
Succeffion, where t ee is no Right founded on any. in- 
fetal vyalorous. Difpo ign 5 yea, the Commiffion, a 
sell as the poe e a Purchafe of Money, to 
the juft Infamy aa eer cit Poth of Buyers and Sellers, 
T know here ets ultom will plead the Caufe of thefe 
Perfons ; but Cuf ve ee pitiful Advocate, where there 
35 not fomething in cet for it ; and a defpicable one 
where Reafon oppofes it : In the prefent Cafe, to be 


: fure. 
j ak Nervesand i Bie 
at pleads with we 3 nee Eloquence 4 paring 
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its Arguments from Covetoufnefg in one, falfe Honour 
in the other, a felfith Spirit in both, rather than a public 
Spiritnefs in either, or a due Regard to their Country’s 
‘Welfare : The Confequences of which may not only-be 
eafily conceived greatly mifchievous, but we have Rea- 
fon to fear that fometimes in Fact the Sale of Commiffions 
has been the Sale of a Country’s Glory. Thus the mar- 
tial Habit and Commiffion itfelf may be only the Tokens 
of Favour, the Right of Succeffion, or the Purchafe 
of Money ; which neither fuppofe or acquire the martial 
Spirit, no more than a Lion’s Skin will influence a Lion?s 
Heart. Accordingly Ephraim, notwithftanding his Bow 
and Armour, is reprefented by theProphet as a Silly Dove 
without Heart. ( Hof. 7. 11.) The Martial Spirit is not 
the Purchafe of Money ;_ but we may fay of it as the 
Divine Oracles fpeak of Love, if a Man would sive gj/ 
the Subftance of bis Houfe for it, it would utterly be con- 
temned : Nor is it the Effe& of humane Favour ; buta 
free Gift of the Gop of Nature, who is the Former of 
Man’s Body and the Father of his Spirit, and has the 
Hearts of all Men in his Hand : Wor doth Courage 
merely depend upon Gop forits Being, but .allo for its 
Exercife. Accordingly, when Gop promifes. to give 
his People the Land of Cexaan, inhabited by ‘War-like 
Nations, he tells them,that He would Jend his Fear and 
Terror before thei, fo that their Enemies Jfeoould turn their 
Backs, Ex. 23.27. which Promife you find was made 
good, by the Account of Rebcb, who informed the 
Spies, faying, Your Terror is fallen upon us and all the 
Inhabitants of the Land faint becaufe of yous For we 
have beard what the Lord bas done for you 5 and as foo 
as we bad beard, a Hearts did wielt, neither did ibere 
yoin any more Ncurage in any Man becan/e o Olt. 
( Joth- 2. 9» &e.) Accordingly *tis reported ene 
falem Gemara (2s a by the Bithop of £/) thar the 
Girgafbites particularly fed, at the Approach of Yolbua, 
into Africa 3 and that in the Days of Alexander they fued 
* to 
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to be reftored to the Land of Canaan, from whence they 
had been driven cut. And as it has been with Nations 
colleétively, fo has it been with particular Perfons, even 
renowned Commanders themfelves 5 “who ‘have freely 
owned, that when no extraordinary Danger appeared, 
yet from fome fecret and unknown Caufe, by fome 
ftrange Influence that came they knew not by wher 
Mcans, nor how or why,their wonted Courage has faild, 
and their Hearts funk within them : So Hannibal, tho? 
in Sight of Rome, yet non Adfus e& obfidere. 1 mention 
thefe Things to thow ware our Dependance mut be, as 
forthe Principle, fo for the Exercife of Courage, even 
in Goo alone, who is the Strength of our Hearts as well 
funds. But f intend not to dwell on this Propefition, 
an: truft you will forgive me this Wrong.— So T pat 
to my next Propofition, which is, ‘3 


Il. That without the true martial Spirit, tbe Spirit of 
trie Fortitude, the most joining Armour’ and glits ering 
zrance will avail nothing to the genuine Purpofes of 


T may lead your Thoughts into’ the proper Pur- 
s of War, and the Neceffity of true Fortitude, to 
Aniwer thofe Purpofes s Let st begin with the Confide- 
eric puehele Lawfilnefs of 1 ar: This ftands upon che 
raat of Nature, and is juftified by the Principle or Self: 
Prefervation, which the Divine Creator has implanted ia 
MWe may range our Thoughts in the following man- 
US: ‘Two Perfons having cach of them equal or indeed 
ner ‘Poflefions, have an undoubted Right to what the 
eels ;_ whether their Poffeffions be given *omn by the 
Ee of Nature, or sgl te be their own Induftry under 
theSmiles of theGop ba sia ence 3 and neither of thefs 
Spe his a Right tot a4 er’s Poffeffion : If one then 
eavours to deprive the other of his Poffeffion, he 
a Righe which he has not, and there being by that 
{ition no eftablifhed Government, the latter has 9 


Right 


sofe 


end 
ufurp 
Supp? 
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Right to defend his own Pofteffion, though it be at the 
Expence of theLife of theUfurper. TheCafe is the fame 
withRegard to twoNations: Their Men,theirMerchancize 
their Territories are their own : If one then ufurps a Right 
over the other, the latter may juftly draw the Sword in 
Vindication of its own Rights, and there being no fupe- 
riour Judicature on Earth, hereby appeal to the Gop 
of Heaven. ThusNature will allow the ufe of the Sword, 
éven the firft drawing of it, fince this is not: properly the 
Commencement of the War, but only the juft Refent+ 
ient of Ufurpation. — Nor doth the Revelation of Gop 
layus under any interdict in thisMatter ; no, but leaves 
thefe Things juft as it finds them : It labours indeed to 
take away the Caufe and were the Revelation fully and 

ractically embraced, we fhould foon find Wars to cea fe 
oi tbe Barib ; but the Caufe remaining, it juftifies the 
Effect. So under the OldT ‘eftament Difpenfation,. Gop 
reprefents Himéelf as @ Man of War, teaches his People’s 
lands to war, and © their Fingers to fght, makes the 
Battle his own, fights for his People, affures them of 
and crowns them with Suceefs and Victory. And doth 
not the New Teftament futhiciently countenance War ; 
notwithftanding, all that has been faid by the Followers of 
Socinus, Or others of an Enthufiattick Turn: Did obit 
Bapuist difband the Soldiers, when they: afk'd him, Wat 
‘they fould do ? Did out Saviour command the Officers 
to lay by thei Commiffions, and lay down their Swords, 
aghen he ft himfelf before them as their Leader, and bid 
>em fellow him? By nomeans. And when our Saviour 
‘tells Pilate, that if bis Kingdom were of this World, then 
epould bis Difeiples Jight , doth not this legitimate a War, 
with Refpect to the Kingdoms of this World? To all 
“which we may add this Query; Doth net'the Reprefen- 
tation of CHRIST i Gia of theRevelation, as having 
tne yus Gladt, as paca doth Fudge and make Wars 
whofe Sword as lh bigh, and whofe Vefture is dipt 
jn Blood, his being followed with Armies, and overtoining 
if 7 ob eee them 
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them that make War with him? doth not this Reprefen- 
tation of Things, I fay, not only point out the Deftruc- 
tion of Curisr’s Enemies, but their Deftruétion by War, 
through the Power of his drmies, fuch as are called and 
chofen and faithful 2— -Butnow, my Brethren, What 
will the fhining Armour and the military Habit do to- 
wards. fuch a Conqueft, while the true martial Spirit is 
wanting? Are fach Men like to be called and chofen and 
foithful 2 Yea, what will they do towards anyConquett ? 
‘Let us fuppofe thefe Perfons deftitute not only of For- 
titude, but of Natural Courage ; let them look like Sol. 
diers, and have all the Skill of Soldiers; yet Skill itfelfin 
this Cafe will be no better than Ignorance, not ferve {fo 
much as to make a juftRetreat : No, the want of Courage 
relaxes not only the Arms, but the Brains too, confounds 
theUnderftanding, and leaves the Man not only without 
Conqueft over his Enemy, but without Rule over bis 
otun Spirit, and fo like a City broken down and without 
Walls. ?Vis Courage that is the prime Requifite of a 
Soldier, as fuch. Tho? Arms and ‘Skill in the Ufe of 
them. ate neceflarily implyeds yet *tisCourage that. gives 
Life and Efficacy to every Thing elfe: This improves 
even Skill it felf, brightens the Underftanding, uards 
every Avenue of Danger, watches every Advantace 
draws the Bow of Ephraim with a ftrong Hand, ae 
direéts the Arrow with a fteady one: But now take 
Courage away, and what then becomes of the fhinin 
Armour, the martial Habit, and military Ski} > a 
what Purpofes of War do thefe ferve, unlefs to rahe ° 
the Enemy’sConqueft, and adorn their Triumph 2 fy em 
Men, as the five Kings that.warred with Fofhuc, act ne 
themfelves, while they feek their Refuge in Caves a 
Dens, and meet with their juft Doom when the cn 
yeror, like Fo/buz, commands his Captains to ¢ 3 
upon their Necks. 
But.now let us altey.the Balances, and to the militar 
Amour, Skill and Habit, let us add natural Coy 
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too, yet without rue Fortitude will .thefe Things de 
nothing towards anfwering the true Purpofes of War. 
We have, my Brethren, already afferted the Lawfulncfs‘ 
of War; but itis not every War that is lawful; per- 
haps no.Offenfive one, properly fo called. The I/raelites’ 
indeed war’d againft the. Inhabitants of Cazcax, and 
took their Land fora Prey... But the War was not theirs, 
but GO D’s.; who being juftly offended at the Meafure 
of their. Iniquities, which was now fz//, had a Right to 
punifh the Offenders, and employ whom He pleas’d as 
the Inftruments of his Vengeance: Had they not by 
their Iniquities commenc’d a War with Gop, he had 
not come, out in Battle againft them. ‘This Example 
then will not juftify an offenfive War; unle& fuch an 
One as is entered into for the Recovery of thof Rights 
that a Nation has been robb’d of 5 which is therefore 
impropesly-_call'd Offenfive: But now if we examine. 
the Generality of Wars that have been upon the 
the Earth ; for what Ends have they been under 
taken, unlefs to fatiate Ambition, and glut the Maw of 


Covetoufnes, to {pread the Fame of Conquerors, and’ 
vey their’ Glory to Pofterity,- as if after Death, they. 


convey thei 
veut have the pleafing Senfe that their Glory was 


at yet alive 2 What elfe were the Wars of Alexander 
and of Cefar > Were they not to enlarge their TVerrj- 
tories,’ of fee how far they could carry their Swords, 
how many Widows they cou’d make, how much Blood 
they could fhed, how many Slaves they cou’d conftitute! 
For fuch bafe and fordid Ends, Millions have been made 
a Sacrifice ; but a Sacrifice without Mercy ; yea, Mercy 
it. felf was facrificed to their ungodly Lufts. How ig- 
noble was that in FuliusCafar, which Suetonius reports ? 
“Mnimadver{a apud Herculis Templum, magni Alexandri 
jimavine, mze \ 


¢ fh 
am Al at : 
is find, to do fomething Memorable, without any Re-, 
gard 


“be calle 


mult 5 quofi pertelus Ignaviam Suan, i quod - 
or a ; in ABtate qua* 
exander Orbem Terrerum fubegiffer. Were was ° 
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Gard to the moral Nature of the Thing,’ whether good 
or bad. But now the true Purpofe and genvihe 
End-of War is Peace ; in the Language of Cie Ite 
Bellum, fufeipiatur, ut nibil aliud quam Pay quefite, 
Videatur. This End is noble, generous and publick 
{pirited, worthy the higheft Reafon of Man, worthy of 
Curist that glorious Peace-Maker between Gop and 
Man,. and worthy of that Gop, one of whofe amiable 
Charaéters is, that Heis the GO D of Peace. The 
Thing then implied in the Propofition is theNeceffity of 
true Fortitude to anfwer the genuine and only proper 
Defign of War. 

Here you demand, what is this Fortitude? You ma 
remember, that under my firft Propofition I touch’d on 
the Diftinction between natural Courage and true Forti. 
tude: Here let me a little enlarge, and fay, That natura} 


» Courage, which properly fpeaking, is nothing butStrength 


with a Plerophory of animal Spirits, is mereConftitution, ‘ 
owing to the Mechanifm of our bodily Nature, * the 
Structure of the Solids, and the Temperament of ¢he 
Fluids ; but this is no more a Virtue ( and fo it is that J 
am here confidering of Fortitude, asa moral Virtie ) ¢5 
enjoy, than it isa Vice to want it This indeed offen 
affes under the Name of Fortitude, merely becaufe ig 
defpifés Danger : And when it has pufh’d Men on to 
Tome bold Attempts, which have been crowned with 
SuccefS, it has a World of Eloquence proftituted in j- 
caife. When at the fameTime all Mankind mut ows 
that separating the Succefs from the Attempt, it would 
jled by its right Name, that of criminal Rathner « 
Folly isin Man, to judge of Things by their Sue. 
cefs, asif this alone alter’d the Nature of them, and made 
that q Virtue at oneTime, which would be aFault at ang- 
hi Much of this natural Courage there may be where: 
uhe™ js not. the leaftitrue Fortitude : this the Children 
J demonftrated, when they dar’d to affiule the 


Such 


¢ Tfrae' ? od Loh : 
Sate the’ Gop bain had forbidden "em, afi 
‘* a t 


i8 . The SOLDIER 


that they fhould not profper.. On the other Hand, there 
may be much of true Fortitude, where there is little or 
nothing of natural Courage : So Multitudes owe of Weak- 
nefs were made firong, turned to flight the Armies of 
Aliens ;.and when they could not conquer, fubmitted to 
the greateft Tortures with an unbroken Mind, and even 
dat’d to die. — By this Time it may be known what I 
underftand by true Fortitude : It is that Virtue of Mind, 
by which upon folid and rational Principles, we are dif- 
pos’'d nobly to withftand any Oppofitions, encounter 
any Dangers, endure any Hardthips, and fubmit to any 
Sufferings, when they cannot. be avoided ‘falua Veritate 
€F Confcientia, with the Prefervation of Truth and Con- 
fcience. “The Foundation of Fortitude is Principle, the 
Path of itis Duty, let the End or Succels be what it will, 
By thefe Defcriptions you fee that *tis not natural Cou- 


rage, any more than natural Fear, but the jut Manage. . 


ment ofboth, in a Readinefs to encounter any Dineen 

or fubmit to any Sufferings we are called. to, Natural 

Courage may rufh into a thoufand Dangers, which Forti. 

tnde forbids becaufe they are needlefs : Natural Fear may 

fhun. as many Dangers, which Fortitude commands ae 

toencounter, becaufe they are Matters of Duty. True 

Fortitude then regulates Courage on the.one Hand, and 

fabdues Fear on the other. Some indeed feem to think 
that Fortitude and Fear are inconfiftent ; This doubtlefs 
isa great Miftake 5 fince the moft timerous may acquire 
the Charatter of the true Hero, in the juft Management 

of his Fears, and has the beft Right to that Charaéter in 

Proportion to thofeFears which his Fortitude overcomes. 

Have not we aneminentinftance of theConfiftency there 

Gg between Fear and Fortitude in the three Fewifh Wor- 
‘thies, Shadrach, Mufbeck, and Abednego 2 "To fay, that 
thefe Perfons wi® oe itute of Fear, when the found an 
haughty Monarch threatning of and the maddeft Flames 
preparing for chem, 8.00 Jay, chat they belied their Na- 
tures, and renounced their Humanity ; byt yhen bya 
due 
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due, Management of their Fears, which they fubjected to 
the Caufe of Reafon, Religion, and of Gop, they nobly 
replied, (6) Nebuchadnexzar,we are n9t careful to anfwer 
thee in this Matter: If it be fo, our GOD, whom we 
Serve, 15 able to deliver us from bh Sas jery Furnace 
and be will deliver us out of thine Hand, O King: But 
if not, be it known to thee, O King, thar we will not 
ferve thy Gods, ‘nor worfoip ibe golden Image which thou 
bos fet up. ( Dan. 3. 16, Gc.) Here was a Fortitude 
triuthphing ovér Fear, a Fortitude far exceeding that of 
an Alexander, oa Cefer. “Les, they lov’d their Livés, 
but they lov’d their Gob more, with a Love firong’ as 
Death, which many Waters could not quench, Floods 
drown, nor Fire confume. ° Here was more trueFeroifm 
than in‘Ceto, who when he could not conquer was too 
much of a Coward to live under the Shame of being 
conquer’d. ‘But in the God-Man, our Lord Jzsug 
Cuprsr, this Confiftency between Fear and Fortitude 
appears in ftrong and amiable Colours He feared, fo 
favs the Apottle, Yes, and in the greatnefS of his Fear 
2 ad: that the bitter Cup might pus from him, yer 
fae. did his Fortitude overcome his Fears, when he fet 
his Face to go up to Ferafalem, the Scene of Sufferings 
and of Blood, went before his Difciples, as.one that was 
in hafte, was fraitned OM this Baptifin of Blood thould 
be accomplifhed ; and when his Hour was come, he 
snade that his Choice, which could not Have been his 
m afity, bowing, his facred Shoulders to the accurfed 
ae that fae theWeight of all the Sins of Gop?s Eleét 
a upon it ! Thus is Fortitude confiftent with Fear. 
© Now this Fortitude, My Brethren, is neceflary to an- 
ferer the jult Purpofes of ars and indeed the whole 
Management of it. ‘This direéts the End, guards a- 
saint every Thing mean and felfith, difdains the falf 
Plumage of Ambition, and abhors the Grafp of Cove. 
foufnels, and only founds the Trump of War for the 
D eferuction of thofe Hae which hinder Peace on the 


4 Earth, 


* 
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Earth. . This, again, befriends the juft Management of - 


War; preferving the Mind in a fweet Calm, in Oppo 
fition to thofe Perturbations, which natural Fear, or 
mere natural Courage excites. -This prepares the Mind 
for Victory, on the one Hand, or a Defeat onthe other 5 
for Life, or for Death. Are our Arms profperous, it 
fuffers no undue Elation of Mind in our felves ; far Iefs, 
Inclemency towards others. Cowardizé is generally 
Cruel; bue Fortitude alway Mercifull: Ie can weep 
over the Miferies,» which it felf occafiops ; and as Alex- 
ender did by his Friend, pull of the Linnen Crown, to 
bind up the Wounds of an Enemy. But the Glory of 
Fortitude, like that of Gop, fhines thro’ the darkeft 
Cloud; it doth not like Bajazer, foam and fret, curfe 
it’s Dilappointments, and gnaw it’s. Chains; far from 
this, it fubmits to thofe unhappy Things. it could not 
avoid, and amidft Bonds and Imprifonments, can make 
that ic’s Language, “None of thee Things move me, nes. 
ther count Imy Life dear : Tis Satisfaétion eno? to have 
endeavour’d my Duty, and leave the Event with Gop. 


But I haften to my laf Propofition; 


Ill. The bef Methed of obtaining. this Fortiinds, is 
the Praétice of true Religion. — I fay, the Pragice of 
-true Religion, in Contradiflin@tion to the mere Know- 
ledge of it ; the Power of Godlinefs, not the mere Fors. 
The latter Ephraim had, but not the former. apd there- 
fore turned their Back in the Day of Battle. 

Guilt, my Brethren, is the Parent of Cowardize. No 
fooner had Adam fallen, but he hides himfelf jn he Tees 
of the Garde, 20 confefles to Gon, 7 was afraid aan 
caufe I was naked, Mrip'd’ of my Robes of Innocence. 
So Cain having fain his Brother, immediately fiex?d.b 
Fear ‘and Trembling, and with a Cowari’s Voice ee 
uty Everyone that Sindeth me Will flay me This is 
always the Cafe's but Guilt contraéted by the Violation 


of 
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Of Covenant-Bonds, has 2 peculiar, Tendency to make , 


the Hands weak, and the Ficart faint. Gop then. ap- 
pears at the Head of the Enemy, to efpoufe the Quar- 
vel of his broken Covewant.- No wonder then our Ene- 
mies appear as Giants and we as Grafhoppers-s and that 
a View of that Covenant, which with our Hand we-havé 
figned, and of that Vengeance, which by our Guile we 
have challeng’d, fhould make our Ffearts melt within 
us. Ephraim might perhaps remember that Threatnin; 


- of the Covenant in Cafe of Difobedience, that they fhould 


fore their Enemies, and the very Remembrance 
eae tixften its Fulfilment. But if they did not,yet the 
Terror itfelf was Part of Gon’s threaten d Anger. — On 
the other Hand true Religion 1s the Friend of the beft 
Courace, Prov. 28. 1. The W icked flee when no’ Man 
' oie j is bold as a Lion. 
purfueth s but the Righteous + CALS dese 
TwoThings here demand anEnquity- " irl, In what 
Refpetis is the Practice of Religion friendly to the Spirit 
of Pordéade And, Secondly, By what Meaus is it fo, 
{. In what Refpeets # yee Praétice of Religion friendly 
2 Spirit of Fortituac § 
oe To which J anfwer, ; es 
As it Removes the main Obftruitions of true 
i. | Courage. ‘There are many Things which natu~ 
ma Il nat morally obftruét the martial Spirie; par- 
rally = ieee might mention fenfial Luss, {ach as 
i ee Drunkenefs, and the like. _ Wine in the 
age fe of it, may indeed raife the Spirits ,. but fure, 
Be ae eles Wine is @ Mocker 3 and when Whoredom 
os [Wine go togethers then in the Language of the 
‘elax theNerves, effeminate theMind, and emafculate the 
: holeMan, rendering him not only unfit for, but indit. 
ie »d to theFlard{hips and. Hazards of War. Whereas 
et Religion has taught its Votary to mortify thefe 
“Limbs of the Old Man, to cracify. the Flefh, with its 
Lufts 
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Lufts and Affections : However he may' have wallowed 
in thefe Lufts ; yet now is he wa/hed and fanttify’d and 
jiftify din the Name of the Lord Fefus, and by the Spirit 
of bis God. And tho’ the animal Appetite may yet be 
left.within him, yet its Dominion, which was but for a 
Time, is taken away ; if the Cazcanites are in the Land, 
Tfrael is its Lord.— Again, An over-weening Fondne/s 
of Life, is another Obftruétion to the martial Spirit. 
Whoever over-rates his Life, muft needs be fuppos’d to 
over-rate that which indangers it ; he looks uponThings 
through a falfe Perfpective, and by magnifying every 
Danger avoids all. The Confequence is,that however the 
beft Interefts of his Country, Liberty, Learning and Re- 
ligion ly at Stake, he will have little Regard to thefe 
fince he prefers Life to ’em all. Let fuch a Man, like 
Ifachar, couch between Burdens 3 but fure he ig neither 
fit todraw the Bow of Ephraim, nor like, withBenjamiz 
to divide the Spoil. Far otherwife the’ true Soldier a 
Jxsus Curisr, he has weigh’d his Life in an even Bal- 
jance, and determined its true Value ; he has Parted, 


with it intentionally, and is ready, to part with it aétually | 


at the Call of his Gon, faying with the Phlmit Mj 
Soul is in mine Hand, yet do I not forget thy Law. ly 
The Fear of Death is ancther great Obftrudion to ihe 
martial Spirit. Death is the King of Terrors, peculi- 
arly fo in the FF ield 4 there he appears in all his. Artil- 
lery, terrible inGlory. ‘To prevent or cure this Fear: 
fome endeavour to extinguifh all Tho’t, and { ruth 
jike the Horfe into the Battle : While others preach 
to themfelves the Stoical-Dofitine ‘of Fate, and aye 
pleas’d to think, they fhan’t dy before ther ‘f ime. 
However, ‘tis hard to caricel thefe Fears, efpecially where 
Guilt lies on the Confcience uncancell’d by the’ Blood 
of Sprinkling, and there are any'Profpeéts of another 
World, where Hell follows the Pale Horfe,: Bur 40% 
true Religion, as it makes Death familiar, “fo it abates its 
Terror; and exalted Religion in a manner extinenifhes 

: oe thofé 
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thofe Fears. : The chriftian Soldier well knows, that his 
Captain has encountred Death, and onquer’d him, has 
entred into his Territorys, fanétify’d and perfum’d 
em, and then taken an everlafting Leave of?ém , and 
that having deftroy’d Death, and bim that bad the Power 
of it, that is, the Devil, he has deliver’d them, wh 

thro’ Fear of Death, were fuljed unto Bondage. He 
therefore with a firm Courage, will fay with David, Tho? 
Twalk thro’ the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I will 
fear no Evil: With Paul will infule Death, faying, O 
‘Death, Where is thy Sting | °'Tis gone, *tis gone, thow 
mayett hifs, but canft not hurt. “Yea, he may glory 
in Death, as knowing that this is Part of the Chriftian’s 
Inventory : Yes, not only Life is yours, fays the Apoftle, 
but Death too ; the one to fit you for Heaven, and the 
other to. tranflate you into 1. Thus Religion removes 


the main Obftructions of martial Courag ‘ 


} Datioion gn/pires the Man with Covrage. — 
en a ash per, Precepts. As Cater our 
Leader bore, his own Grafs, and was made perfect ebro 
Suffer ing, “Yo is the Word of Command given forth to 
all his Followers, Take “p the Crofs, this Word every, 
at Chriftian Soldier hears and obeys: Having weigh’d 
tru ‘Advantages of Religion in one Scale, and it’s Dit 
the aces in the otlier, he wifely reckons, that ail the 
asvanaes of this prefent Time are not worthy to be com- 
suf La rhe Glory that is to be revealed in us. And 
fore he choofes Carist witha Crofs, before the 
heres with aCrown, and fo becomes a Martyr in Refo- 
Work , yea, he. is actually fo, having learned to take 
lation +t si daily, by 2 gracious Encounter with all 
he Evils tak Adverfities of Life’: Thefe Things are 
t er he’ allofs upon, 18 prepared for, and engaged in. 
y ris fot called with Past ‘to fia with Beafts at 
S ages °em nigher home: nor doth he 
Egil! ‘i Dab Hele ond Blood; but with P 
only erere me palin 
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“ palities and Powers and fpiritual Wickedneffes ix high 


Pleces. Satan is daily making War upon him ; but he 
overcomes thro” the Blood of the Lamb. .In a word, he 
is daily batt’ling with himfelf; which requires more 
Courage, than to fight with others: He keeps under his 
Bedy, and combats with his Spirit, to fubdue the Lufis 
of the Mind, as well as of the Flea: And furely greater 
is be that hath vule over bis own. Spirit, than be that 
taketh a City. — If it be faid here, that this Courage is 
of a f{piritual Nature ; *tis granted, it is fpiritual in it?s 


Principle ; but yet being drawn out to it’s proper length, 


will difpofe us to encounter any Enemy, - and plunge 
into the greateft Dangers of a temporal Nature. He 
that has the true Pear.of GOD in it’s lively Exercife, 


will not be afraid of Man that fhall die, and the 5 
Maz that is as Grafs. The fame Courage that oe ge 


dy for Curist, will difpofe us to play the Men for the 


Cities of our GOD, efpecially when Religion it felf ig 


in Danger... Accordingly, primitive Chriftianity will far 
nifh us with numberlefs Inftances, in which, a only ai 


naturally Brave and Valiant, but the moft Timerotis be-. 
came Magnanimous ;, the aged Matron, and the tender _ 


Virgin were infpired with fuch an holy Courage. that 
they chofe to fuffer Affliéiion and Torture, ae the 
moft ingenious Malice cou’d contrive,‘ and ‘the mot €n- 
raged Power inflit, rather than Sin. And the Chri. 


ftian Soldiers were the beft Veterans, ever Teady to obey’ 


their Emperors and Generals, while they cou’d keep a 
good Confcience :_ But yet they had Courage eno’, to 


- Tet them know that they woud not obey them, when. 
to do fo, might be conftrued Difobedience to Gam Te. 


was not all the Artifice of .a fubtle Julian, the Th t+ 
nings of one Emperor, or the Promifes of another ne 
cou'd feduce "em from their Allegiance to their chick 


Captain, the»Lord of Hofts: They nobly anfwer’d, 2em - 


in fuch Language as thiss “ You threaten us with Fire, 
unlefs we obey 5 but this lafts bye for an Hour: But 
Gop 
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Gop threatens our Difobedience to’ him with a Fire that 
fhall never be extinguifh’d.: You promife Parts and 
Portions of the World; but we have already renoune’d 
the whole of it : Give us fomething. more, ‘or you take. 
away more than you promife to give. ” But this 
leads me to fay, ( 2” ) Religion infpires Courage by 
it’s Promifes. By Promifes here is to be underftood fuch 
as refpet the divine Influenceand Proteétion. The Dan- 
guage of Gop to every Believer, is likethat to Abraharp 
theFather of the Faithfal, Fear zot, Abraham ; I ain thy 
Shield. —A Thoufand foall fall at thy Side, and ten Thou- 
Sand at thy right Hand, but there fall no Evil befall 
thee. Becaufe tho haft made the Lorn thy Habitatior, 
he fall give bis Angels charge over thee. By this\I mean, 
not, ‘that a good Man has any particular Affurance, that 
he fhall not fall in the Heat of Battle ; but that there jg 
that general Encouragement in the divine Promifes, 
which is fufficient to animate him to the greateft Hard- 
thips and fharpeft Conflicts. Accordingly you find the 
holy Pfalmist would not trust in his Sword, and in pis 
Bow, but doafted in the Lord all the Day long. Ve 
often expreffes the Boldne/s’ of Faith in‘fuch Language 
as this, Zhou, Lorp, art my Shield and Buckler, may 
Glory and the lifter up of my Head : I will not be afraid 
of Ten Thoufand of the People that have fet themfelres 
again me. No, The LOrv és my Light and my Salog.. 
tion, whom foall I fear ? GOD #s ourRefuge and Strenerp, 
5 ~» in Froubles therefore will we sop 
a very prefent Help in vimoubli gids’ os 
fear, though the Earth bev ae 4 a ny loough the 
‘Wountains be carried into the midt of , be Sea, though 
the Waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the 
Mountains foakewith rhe fuelling thereof. ~ 
Once moré,, 5 pee 
o-True Religion regulates our Cones — Ps not 
fafficient for’ a Soldier that he have Courage, unlefs 
bg under'a"due Regulation: Without this’ it c 
s Uifvoee ag much from true Fortit 
Be virtuous, and differs as D 
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a Flafh of Gun-powder from the glowing fteady Fleat: 
of a well-kindled Fire. Let the Succefs of Courage’ be 
what it will, there is ‘no other Praife to be given it, than 
what Seneca gives Alexander, when he fays, pro Virtute 
erat felix-Temeritas, the Suecefs of Rafhnefs was his 
Virtue. But now ’tis the Glory. of Religion, that it re+ 
pulates Courage. = This ic doth; (1'* )’ As to the 
Principle of-military AGions. And here as the Grace‘of: 
God teaches us to deny all Ungedlinefs and worldly Luss; 
fo doth it not fuffer us to draw the Sword, upon the 
Principles of -Covetoufnefs. and. Ambition. - - Thofé: 
therefore, who by a mifplaced Eloquence ‘have - been 
celebrated as the great Hetces. of the World, Reliciow 
condemris “a the Great Mutderets of it  rankine them 
among the Men who dove Violence, and delight in Wars 
the Men of Blood; whom Gob’s Soul: hateth. Relision 
allows us to defend our own Rights ;. but: not to invade 
thofe of others. It will juftify us in fighting for our 
Religion ; but not in fighting againft the Relision : of 
others, tho’ it’be ever fo falfe : In ‘taking up the Crofs.s 
but no Grufodes ; this is Chriftian, that. Antichrittian. 
An holy War, in’ the Row Senfe, is but a ‘Baftards 
begot by the Devil upon Laft and Cruelty.» Again, 
( 2” ) Religion regulates our Courage as toits Emercife$ 
teaching us when to fkunDangefs, and when to meet’and 
encounter them. Iam not infenfible indeed, that in the 
primitive Times many- of the Chriftians difcover’d -an 
irregular Courage : They fometimés broke into Prifon 
when they would have f{corn’d to break ‘out of its 
Sufferings andDeath feem’d to approach emi with leaden 
Heels, and.a flow Pace’; and therefore they met: 7em. 
more than half Way 3 courted the burning Flames, and 
too earneftly long’d for the Crown of Martyrdom 3 But 
this Inresularity was the Fault ‘of the Chriftians, ‘not-of 
Chriftianity. The Captain of our Salvation. has indeed 
bid us take ep the Croft, but not to run after it : Far 
from this, he has’ commanded us, when per/ecuted in 
2 one. 
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one City, to flee to anctber., and when we can fly no 
farther, with a good Confcience, then ta fubmit to thofe 
Sufferings, which in Honour tq Him we cannot avoid, 
Yes, there mutt be a good Call, as well as a goodCante 
or elfe our Sufferings are not juftifable. Weare not to 
fteal the Crofs : If fo, what are we but Thieves upon it? 
In which Cafe, how can we expect the Applaufe of our 
Lord ?. J mean not, my Brethren, to {peak a Word 
againft the Courage and Zeal of the primitive Chriftians, 
fo far as it was true: Would to Gop, that we might 
fee primitive Chriftianity reviv’d, and the Church re- 
turning to her fir Love, and to the fir Works, from 
whence fhe is fallen, in Degree, as far as fhe is diftant 
in Time : But yet doubtlefs there was not an exact Con- 
formity of Chriftian Men ta Chriftian Principles, and 
wherein they were irregular, they are not to be imi- 
tated— But I mutt haften more briefly to enquire, 


Il. By what Means doth Chriftianity befriend the 
Spirit of true Fortitude ? 

Here, my Brethren, let me only point you to the 
Promifes of the Gofpel, thofe exceeding great and pre- 
cious Promifes, which are given us, that by them we 
might be made. Partakers of the Divine Nature. Our 
great Leader and Commander, though he has an abfo- 
lute Right to the Obedience of his Soldiers, yet doth 
not bid °em ferve him for nought; no, he has fer @ 
Foy before them, enough to Reward all the Toil and 
Fatigue of the longeft Life. We fight not for the Ap- 
plaufe of Men, the Acclamations of the People, which 
as they are often unjuftly beftowed, fo afford no prefent 
SatisfaGtion to the Mind, nd then perifh in a Moment : 
No, ’tis the Approbation oF an holy Gop and Saviour, 
ecchoed from the golden _Harps of Angels and Arch- 
angels, that animates and infpires us. We fight not for. 
Money, that will poorly pay for the Anguith of broken 
Bones, fhattgr’d Limbs, and mangled Bodies, which, 
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alfo are oftimes accompanied with wounded Confciences: 
But we have an Inheritance before us large as our Withes, 
and long as our Duration, or the Duration of Gop him- 
Self; an Inheritance, not to comfort us under Pain, 
but which eternally frees from it. — We fight not for a 
corruptible Crown, perifhing Laurels ; but for a Crown 
of Righteoufuefs, a Crown of Life, a Crown whofe 
Glory thall never fade away. Yes, if we fuffer with 
Curist, it is that we alfo may be glorified together. 
We have the Word and Honour of Curisr, To bin, 
that overcometh, will I grant to fit with me in my 
Throne, even as I alfo overcame and am fet down with 
way Father in his Throne. Revel. 3. 21. Such is the 
Chriftian’s Encouragement: and °tis the manifold Grace 
of the Divine Spirit, faftning upon, embracing of, and 
delighting in this Encouragement, that excites the mar- 
tial Spirit, infpires with the bef Fortitude, fits the 
Chriftian for and urges him on to the boldeft Atchieve- 
ments. Faith fees the Promifes with a {tron Eye : 
Yes, Faith is the Subftance of Things hoped for Se Deke 
Evidence of Things not fee. Love embraces them with 
a vigorous Arm and Hope has a firm Expeétation of 
the promis’d Bleffednefs. Tn the Exercife of thefe Graces 
the Saints have fometimes efcaped the Edge of the Sword 
and fometimes drawn it, to the fubduing of Kingdoms A 
Even the Weck have been made Strong, and the Strons- 
become Victorious, waxing Valiant in Fight, and turn. 
ing to Flight the Armies of the Aliens. At other Times 
when Gop called *em to fuffer, the Spirit of God and of 
Glory refted upon *em 5 they had Trial of cruel Mockings 
Scourgings, Bonds, and Inprifonments, were deftitute, 
oflitted, tormented s and yet fuperiour to all their Sue 
ferings, Triumphant in and over them. ; 


But Tam fenfible, "tis Time to draw towards a'Con- 
clufion. ~And with regard to the Congregation in ge- 
neral, "allow me to apply the Words of the: Preacher, 


Let 
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Let us bear the Conclufion of the whole Matter; Fear 
GOD, and keep his Commandments , for this is ihe whole 
of Max. This is his whole Duty, this is the Way to 
his entire and eternal Bleffednefs. This fecures Peace 
with Gop, thro” Jesus Curisr; and Peace with our 
own Confcience, under the fprinkling of a Saviour’s 
Blood: ‘This cftablifhes Peace with others, where tis 
enjoyed ; and obtaining it, where it is wanted. Our 
Peace foall then be as 6 River, and our Righteoufnefs 
as the Waves of the Sea. Or .if others war againit us, 
it will procure Victory over them : So Gop himfelf in- 
timates in that Language, O that my People bad beark- 
ned to me, end Urael bad walked in my Ways! E fooula 
foon have fubdued their Enewies, and turned my Hand 
againft ibeir Adverfaries. Happy would? thou be, O 
Uracl, 2 People faved of the Lord, who is the Shield of 
thine Help, and the Sword of thine Excellency. ——— 
But the prefent Occafion warrants a_ particular Addrefs 
to the honourable Company of Artillery, who have in- 
vited us this Day into the Houfe of our Gop, that they 
might hear fome Part of the divine Countelsy: in anfwer 
thet Queftion ‘of the Soldiers, | What muft NVe do 2 


EMEN; arer 
oie juttly etteem’d an Inftance of Spartex Wifdom 


: e ‘orefathers, who inftituted your Crder, 
eo gees eae and gave you 4 Charter, con- 
taining é ecial Rights and Priviledges. Their Defign in 
a Goan you, doubtlefs was, that you might dif 
tin: ih our felves : pot fo much by your Habit, as by 

Ss fe not fo much by your martial Arms, as by 
your Ski jal Spirit 5 that from you, as from a River, 
youn a of Skill and Valour might flow thro’ al! 
the Se ae the Land, gladning the Cities of our Gop 
the bee me rofpects of Defence. And your Defign in 
in te "Priel to found the Trumpet, is, Ltrufts tha; 
afking ¢ Word or Gop and Prayer, your S May be 
by the V confecrated 
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confecrated, your Courage fupported, regulated -by For- 
titude, and fanétified by Grace. And truly, Gentlemen, 
Such Fortitude-was never more neceffary, than at pre- 
fent. Our Times are the Times of War: If we look 
abroad, we-find Nation rifing up againft Nation, and 
Kingdom againft Kingdom. To Arms, To Arms, has 
een the horrid Cry, which has long refounded from 
Shore to Shore, and from one Nation tc another : The 


nigher Home, Ww efind our felves incompafs’d with Dan- 
wer, Enemys threatning us by Sea ang affaulting us by 


oe been wafted ! 
E al Ee Ow many of o 
Brethren of the Inland-Frontiers, are now epee be 
Captivity | Lhe Lord hear the Sighing of the Prifoner | 
Sow many others are fallen by the Efands. of an Enée- 
my, whofe tender Mercies are cruelty | And what Mul- 
titudes are yet carrying their Soul-in their Hand ; to 
Cal a a 2 3 
decure theit Subftance, are Jeoparding their Lives ! And 
thould we extend our Profpe@ts fo; : 
thould we extenc ¢ ; Pects forward, may We not 
without a Spirit of Prop eG Venture to fay; that un- 
he Expedition en an envious and jealous Neigh- 
goons coming, Wars will produce another Flay 
in Americas that Army Will be found A nes 
h, Army. in our own Frontiers, and Multi Se ai 
Children with their Garmen Aultitudes of our 


Situation of Affairs, ° 


; ie af to think, there 
Spirit of : und among A 

¢ the Spirit of a Stang; ne gus. Ah. 
P PsIVinhlow,Church,Mareb, 

fe Warlike Atchieve- 

nmiccrated their Names, 

and 
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and embalmed their Memories-!. What, did their Spi- 
rit die with them! and can there:be no Refurrettion of 
it, efpecially when: the Government has fo nobly exerted 
it felf herefor !. Sure, the whole Difpenfation’ of Pro- 
vidence points us to the Neceflity of a martial Spirit. 
The Languagef Gop at this Day is that ; Wake up ye 
mighty Men, prepare ibe War, anoint the Shield, beat 
your Plow-lbears into Swords, and. your Pruning-books 
into Spears, let the Weak fay, Iam firong. But then, 
aswe have heard, The martial Spirit muft be accompa- 
nied with the religious one. *Tis the want of this, that 
has-drawn the Sword of Gop, and bath’d it in the Blood 
of Men... Yes, verily the Nations warring. with .one 
another is a Proof that Gop is contending with them: 5 
and whoever: confiders the melancholy State of Religion, 
either at Home or abroad, will find no Reafon to won- 
der, that GOD -bas whet bis glittering Sword, and that 
bis Hand hath taken hold on Fudgment. Without this, 
I-mean ‘pure and undefiled Religion, we have nothing to 
expett, either from Skill’or Valour... This then let: me 
prefs, in a Manner that fhall comprehend all Ranks and. 
Orders of Men, but with a particular Eye to the Ment 
of military Character. °Tis not, Gentlemen, becaufe I 
‘ Courage, that I have addrefs’d. you this 
queftion your Courage, Tatiske-be dnt: 
Day from fuch a Text 5. but | that [ might’ be Inftru- 
mental of enobling it, by urging on you the Praétice 
of Religion’: - This will put a Glory on your Courage, 
and: give you Confidence of. Succefs. Here I thal} 
sien bus ewo. Words of Command 5 both of which 
en , reat Leadér, even Him of «whom: 
comes from your $} TE : Orr 
the Father by 2 Voice from*Heaven -has faid, This is 


my beloved Som, bear “Hin. 4 


"In the 1 Place: then Take.up the Crofs. Letn 
thinle this -a Duty*incumbent only on the primitive 
Ghriftians, that were expos'd to Perfecution from the 
Civil ‘Magiltrarey who hated their Religion, t 
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without a Caufe. No, This isa Duty that rans par- 
rallel with Chriftianity, and remains in its binding Force 
and Power till Curist fhall come with his Crown, 
°Tis not, I grant, every CrofS that a Man bears which 
will denominate the Obedience Curisr demands, or 
intitle to the Reward he promifes. Moft Men make 
Croffes for themfelves ; in which Cafe they are Martyrs 
only to their own Folly. - °Tis well worthy our Obfer- 
vation, that what is exprefs’d in one Evangelift by 
taking up the Crofs, is interpreted by another, by taking 
up bis Crofs. Diftinguit Crucem ( fays Aretius ) hac 
Vocé 3 fuam zon Alienam Crucem offettare debemus. 
Yes, every Man has bis Crofs ; and Chriftianity obliges 
him to take it up. 

This intends, firff, The batiPing with and fubduing of 
thofe Enemies that oppofe the Defignsof the Crofs of 
Carist. The Chriftian Life is aWarfare; everyChatie: 
a Soldier by Profeflion. At Baptifin, he enters his Nam 
in Curist’s Mufter-Roll: And whenever he ee 
the other Sacrament, he takes an Oath of Allegiance ond 
Fidelity to Curis, his Captain and hig King, Now 
the Idea of a Soldier fuppofes Enemies . And im De- 
fign of his Profeffion is to conquer ang deftroy "em 
Agreably, this is our Cafe; the gracious Defign ag 
Curist is to train us up by the Exercifes of Holine& 
for the Enjoyment of Himfelf in Bleffednefé. But alas, 
How many Enemies oppofe this Defign; fome Spiti- 
tual; fome Carnal 5 rank’d under various Heads; andi 
Potentates ; the Luft of the Eye, the Tn fof the Flefh 
gud the Pride of Life! Thefe are dangerous Enemies F 
and the more fo, for pretending Friendfhi er eRe 
appear delicate as Agag, that we are loth ah Shee 
and then they are akin to us, born and bred ead ane 
and by long’ Acquaintance and mutual Th 4 albenc z 
they are asa right Hand, ora right Eye. N “a “2 
pofe thefe Enemies, to conquer and fubdue 2 bau es 5 
like culling of the right Hand, the working, ufeful, 
: : : honourable 
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which requires great Self-denial, and puts to. much Pain, 
This is killing, crucifying Work ; but yet abfolutely 
neceffary. Hence that of the Apoftle ; Morlify your 


Members which are' upon the Earth, Fornication, Un- 
cleannefs, inordinate Affettion, evil Concupifcence, and’ 


Covetoufie[s, ‘which'is Idolatry , for which Things fake 
the Woh e GOD, cometh on the Children oF Difo- 
bedience, ( Colof. 3. 5,6. ) In. Compliance with which, 
the true Chriftian, like his Mafter, is a'crucified Man : 
Accordingly theA poftle fays, Dam crucified with Curist 5 


--and gives this as the Character of every true Chriftian, 


Lhey-that are Curist’s have crucified the Flelh, 8c. 
Again, fecondly, Taking up the Croft, implys 2 pe- 
tient Submiffion to thole, forrowful Things, which We're-- 


ceieve at the Hand of Gop ; and a cheerful Acceptance 


of thofe’Sufferings and Perfecutions, which he permits 


the’ Malice or Wickednefs of Mex to bring upon us :—. 


In all the AffliGions which come from the Hand ofGop, 
faying, The Cup which my Brea, EL Prepe- 
red for me, foall Inot take i, tho” it be pie ecg 
bling Hand! Shall I no? arink i, tho? with gh king 
Heart! Father, not as I will, but as thou wilt, 


i ther ‘Troubles proceea : 

chefe abe citinguilh?a into al pipe Jeet age f 

i I ice’ _-Nature t iy fee 
Pride or Envy, Malice or a ig At Sea 2 


thofe 
ofcur Porn, nab Wh ee 
ccount ©} our Souls ; while that is the Language 


Patience worse Shimei Curfe :— In the latter, nor’ 


honourableLfand ; yea, ’tis like plucking out the rightEye, 


ding from Agen, and . 


cn 


of our ne aie Cheerfulnefs. and Joy becomes ye 


mere “Patience, © When they faall revile yon, 
Command of Curist, / eySacee C CULE NES 

Sse Cail nianner of Evil’ ogainft you felfy for my [cke, 
a DO es elewcBbtiP glad. Accordingly we Fnd the: 
7G ke, finging in a Prifon, réjoyeing that they were coir 
val wirkby 7 pie, Saf Seeiake he su ee 

pian Shih aS bebe. Cy RIS Oty C774 
and fo fill up tent ae c °; 


+ 
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Thirdly, We ate to-take up the Crofs; as that in- 
tends a Readinefs to undergo Death irfelf, whenever 
Gop fhall call us hereto. ‘True indeed we are not or- 
dinarily called to refit uxto Blood : Yet we are com- 
thanded to be ready herefor at. the divine Call; and 
without this Readinefs, founded upon. deliberate Tho’t 
and Refolution, through the Grace of Curisr, we fhali 
be in Danger of deferting our Lord, like Peter, and 
turnidg our Back on bis Caule in the Day of Battle. But 
this Difpofition being acquired, fixed, and fertled in our 
Minds, through the Influences of the Divine Spirit, we 
fall then be likely to fubmit to the Crofs, bid it wel- 
jcome, and even glory init, ‘Yea, this very Difpofition 
is a taking up the Crofs, as truly_as if we fufier’d on it : 
So _Abrabam’s having, intended to offer up his Son, at 
ate Command of Gop, was look’ d upon as if he had 
aetually done it 3 yea, he is faid to have done it, and 
to have receiv’dl the Bleffing therefor. .— But FT pags to 

the other Word of Command, which is, 
at, Watch. — Watchiuiness, my retin, is a 

ey the moft extenfive and. important, and yet. 4} 

Ne neletied of any in the Chriftian Life, T fay 
the molt neglected: Were any Man to afk, What wag 
the Sin reigning 1 an efpecial Manner among Perfons of 
every Denomination, Jt might juftly be anfweréd, U;,_ 
watch fulne[s- To this is pwing the Decay of Godlineg, 
in fome, and the Want of it in others. This has flop’g 
the Progrefs of true Religion when of late Years it feen. 
ed ike a frong Man rejoicing to run @ Race > and it 
has opened the Gates to all Manner of Wickednef&, { 
that the Encmy # come in-upon us like a Flood, threatening 
2 total Innundation, unlels the Spirit of the Lord fet up. 
“pis Standard. Unwatchfulnefs breaths in every Com- 
pany, cefiles all Converfation, makes our common Ac- 
fons finful, and defecrates our holy ones: it has § oil’d. 
the Pempers of many, and curdled their very Blagg — 
: This 
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This Duty, neverthelefs, is peculiarly advantageous ; 
it difcovers our Danger, and thereby leffens it ; calls 
forth the Graces af the Divine Spirit into lively Exercife, ° 
animates to Duty, and is the Life of it, gives us the- 
moft joyful Reflections upon it, and the pleafing Prof- 
peéts of and longing for the glorious Appearance of 
the gteat Gop and our Saviour Jesus Curist.— But 
then this Duty is very extenfive, peculiarly fo: As to 
the other Duties of the Chriftian Life, one ig neceflary 
at one Time, another at another ; but Watchfulnefs 
reaches to every Duty, in all Times and Places: It im. 
bofoms all other Duties, as the Air doth the Harth ; 
and as all Things on the Earth would die, were it not 
for the Air that furrounds them, fo would every Duty 
be a mere Carcafs, and a very offenfive one,- were it 
not for Watchfilnefs ; which ( by keeping the Heart, 
and looking unto Jesus ) enlivens, ftrengthens, fancti- 
fies, and perfumes it. Watchiulnels, *tis broad as the 
Law of Gop, and that is exceeding broad ; long as 
the Chriftian’s Life, how far foever extended 3 deep as 
Hell in aJl its ‘Femptations 5 and high as Heaven, 
whence it looks for the Saviour the Lord JesusCurist, 
¢o come with his Reward. — Very briefly here { would 


fay> 2 


Firs, Watch over your Ti houghts. Here Satan would 
gain keep his Forge, that he might hammer out thofe 
Machinations, which wou'd difhonour Gop; defile the 
Body, and damn the Soul. Keep then thy Heart with 
ail Diligence 
a Man thinketh, fo is be: 


Again, Watch over your Words. — Life and Death 

( fays Solomon ) are in the Power of the Tongue. Sure 
tlien we fhould fet a Watch at the Door of our Lips ; 
faying with the Pfalmift, Lam purpofed that my Mouth 
feall not tranferefs.- a of Watchfulnefs here sas 
iss ie 2. et 


; for out of it are the Iffues of Life. — As” 
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fet many a Tongue on Fire of Hell, rais’d the greateft 


Fires on Earth, and inkindled ,the Wrath of Heaven.- 


Soldiers have an efpecial need of a Watch here, . fince 
Profanenefs has fo greatly troubled the Camp of Gop. 


Again, Watch over the Senfes of your Body. With- 
out a Watch here, you -will be in Danger of being be- 
trayed into the the Love of Eafe and Pleafure, Intem- 
perance, and all Senfuality. 


Again, Watch over the f7ame of your Spiris. This 
will guard - you againft all indecent Heats, four Difcon. 
tent, Mutiny, Rebellion ; will teach the Officer to cor 
mand, and the private Centinel to obey 5. and all ae m- 
behave under:a Defeat, on one Hand, or Vidor V to 
the other ; and to acknowledge Gop in all, So Ee ie 
the sth of noble Memory, when he defeated the Fe, 
Army at Agincourt, twelve Times more numerous tee 
his own, prepared for the Battle by fervent Prayer, lan 
fan@ified the Conqueft by exalted Praife , tiumpkin 
more in the Favour of Gop, than in all the Snail ing: 
his Enemy. —— But I mutt not. preceod, PASS oF 
awere, that thefe Directions extend to Chater am 
general, and may be ufeful to Men of all Deroeite 


tions :— And the Lt fey to the Compa 
: EET <e fe Company , 
Astillery,. [fay to all, Vi Yea, -you will mally ee 


thet they have a {pecial R 


to the Soldiers 
2 AP EA ara Ee : » to 
whom they will in the Application be peculiarly ufesyy, 


eee derstand. T 5 ima 

Ne te conclude % al that J may animate ever 

ual Warfare, Let me try you with the 
ist. Yes, He is thy Lard and ther 
in 5 th es, Ene 
pos thy Leader, who favs ray 
‘oain, Shall 1 pg) yee 
; Lg 5 hall 1 point you to the Examp} 
oF Curist ? He has left you an Example, shat ee 


uld folicw his Steps + has led you on. 5 
fcoght a good Fight, encountred and ‘ieltrowedeeeee 
Enemy 
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Enemy : Zook then, to Jusus, who for the Foy ‘that 
was fet before him, endured the Crofs, and defpifed the 
Shame. Again, ShallI mind you, that as Chrif 
tians, you are profeffed Soldiers, ‘and have. obliged your 
felves to endure Harduefs es good Soldiers of Jrsus 
Curisr. Again, Shall I tell you, -that a’ Cloud 
of Witneffes obferye you, how you fight, or how you 
fly, conquer or yeild, -and Record: your whole Beha- 
viour in the Annals of Heaven? ——— Again, Shall I 
tell you, that there is fufficient Strength provided for 
and offer’d to you ? Yes, Jesus is your Strength, 
as well as your Redeemer, and through Him you may 
do Valiantly. Again, Shall I fay, that Neceffty 
is. laid upon you 2 There is no Difcharge in this {piritual 
Wer: ight you muft, or die ; and that not only the 
firft, but the fecond Death, even that which confifts in 
a Lake that burneth with Fire and Brimftone. Brave 
and Valiant as you are in your Conflicts with temporal 
Enemies, yet neglecting your fpiritual ones, you will 
hereafter appear Cowards indeed; you will Ay from 
the Face of Him that fitteth ot the Throne, and 


from the Wrath of the Lamb, cry to the Recks to fail 


upon you, and the Mountains to cover you 5 but yet cry 
in vain, to Creatures 2s deaf to you, as you were to 
Gop. ‘The Gop which you defied is come out againft 
ou in Battle-Aray 3 but Oh! Who can abide the Day 

if bis Anger! Has thot, O.Man, ‘am drm like GOD ? 
Or, Con thou Ti bunder with a Voice bike His? Gow 
gall ‘thou meet an armed Gop, Se Sueh Vengeance 
lowsing on his Brow, and. his Fiand taking hold on 
Judgment > Where will be -thy Courage, O Man, 
yhile the Sentence of Mifery thunders from the Mouth 
a th y Judge > Or where, — when the Execution of it 
OS on, and thou findeft thyfelf going down to Hell, 
coith thy Weapons of War, as the Prophet exprefles 
ue On the other Hand, for thy Encouragement, 
confider, that having been faithful to thy Leader. Jesus 
: until 
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until Death, thou fhall then receive a Crown of Life. 
Thy Inftruments of War fhall then be laid afide, all 
thy Enemies trampled beneath thy Feet ; thy Captain 
fliall be thy Judge, and thy Judge thy Friend, who 
will be fure to approve thy Confli&ts, reward thy 
Conquefts, not with fading Laurels, but with the Gar- 
lands of Life and Immortality: Yea, Thou fhall fit 
down with Jesus in his Throne, even as He having 
overcome is alfo fet down with bis Father in his 
Throne, Amen. Even fo, come, Lorp Jzsus. 


